REVELATION: 15 & 16

Facts to Remember
1. Why the Seven last Plagues?

a. There Will Be Laws Controlling Conscience.-- The so-called Christian world is to
be the theater of great and decisive actions. Men in authority will enact laws controlling
the conscience, after the example of the papacy. Babylon will make all nations drink of
the wine of the wrath of her fornication. Every nation will be involved. Of this time John
the Revelator declares: Quoted: (Revelation 18:3-7). {3SM 392.2}

One Universal Confederacy.--"These have one mind, and shall give their power and
strength unto the beast. These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall
overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him are
called, and chosen, and faithful" (Revelation 17:13, 14). {3SM 392.3}

"These have one mind." There will be a universal bond of union, one great harmony, a
confederacy of Satan's forces. "And shall give their power and strength unto the beast."
Thus is manifested the same arbitrary, oppressive power against religious liberty,
freedom to worship God according to the dictates of conscience, as was manifested by
the papacy, when in the past it persecuted those who dared to refuse to conform with the
religious rites and ceremonies of Romanists. {3SM 392.4}

In the warfare to be waged in the last days there will be united, in opposition to God's
people, all the corrupt powers that have apostatized from allegiance to the law of
Jehovah. In this warfare the Sabbath of the fourth commandment will be the great point at
issue, for in the Sabbath commandment the great Lawgiver identifies Himself as the
Creator of the heavens and the earth. . .. {3SM 392.5}

In Revelation we read concerning Satan: (Revelation 13:13-17 & chap. 16:13-15
quoted). . . .

Satan Will Appear to Succeed.--All things in nature and in the world at large are
charged with intense earnestness. Satan, in cooperation with his angels and with evil men,
will put forth every effort to gain the victory, and will appear to succeed. But from this
conflict, truth and righteousness will come forth triumphant in victory. Those who have
believed a lie will be defeated, for the days of apostasy will be ended.-- Manuscript 24,
1891. {3SM 393.3}

b. Re 15:1 “. .. for in them is filled up the wrath of God.”
i. tel-eh’-o; to end, i.e. complete, execute, conclude:-- accomplish, make
an end, expire, finish.
ii. Revelation 14:10; ak'-rat-os; from 1 (as a negative particle and ker-an'-noo-
mee; to mingle); undiluted:--without mixture. No Mercy
iii. Hebrews 11:40

c. Why seven? In the bible, the number seven stands for

d. When will the Seven Last Plagues be poured out?



"At that time shall Michael stand up, the great Prince which standeth for the children of
thy people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a
nation even to that same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, everyone
that shall be found written in the book." Daniel 12:1.

When the third angel's message closes, mercy no longer pleads for the guilty
inhabitants of the earth. The people of God have accomplished their work. They have
received "the latter rain,” "the refreshing from the presence of the Lord," and they are
prepared for the trying hour before them. Angels are hastening to and fro in heaven. An
angel returning from the earth announces that his work is done; the final test has been
brought upon the world, and all who have proved themselves loyal to the divine precepts
have received "the seal of the living God." Then Jesus ceases His intercession in the
sanctuary above. He lifts His hands and with a loud voice says, "It is done;" and all the
angelic host lay off their crowns as He makes the solemn announcement: "He that is
unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is
righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still." Revelation
22:11. Every case has been decided for life or death. Christ has made the atonement for
His people and blotted out their sins. The number of His subjects is made up; "the
kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven," is
about to be given to the heirs of salvation, and Jesus is to reign as King of kings and Lord
of lords.

When He leaves the sanctuary, darkness covers the inhabitants of the earth. In that
fearful time the righteous must live in the sight of a holy God without an intercessor. The
restraint which has been upon the wicked is removed, and Satan has entire control of the
finally impenitent. God's long-suffering has ended. The world has rejected His mercy,
despised His love, and trampled upon His law. The wicked have passed the boundary of
their probation; the Spirit of God, persistently resisted, has been at last withdrawn.
Unsheltered by divine grace, they have no protection from the wicked one. Satan will
then plunge the inhabitants of the earth into one great, final trouble. As the angels of God
cease to hold in check the fierce winds of human passion, all the elements of strife will be
let loose. The whole world will be involved in ruin more terrible than that which came
upon Jerusalem of old. GC 613, 614

When Christ ceases His intercession in the sanctuary, the unmingled wrath threatened
against those who worship the beast and his image and receive his mark (Revelation 14:9,
10), will be poured out. GC 628

e. How bad will it be?
In a view given June 27, 1850, my accompanying angel said, "Time is almost finished.
Do you reflect the lovely image of Jesus as you should?" Then | was pointed to the earth
and saw that there would have to be a getting ready among those who have of late
embraced the third angel's message. Said the angel, "Get ready, get ready, get ready. Ye
will have to die a greater death to the world than ye have ever yet died.” | saw that there
was a great work to do for them and but little time in which to do it.

Then | saw that the seven last plagues were soon to be poured out upon those who
have no shelter; yet the world regarded them no more than they would so many drops of
water that were about to fall. | was then made capable of enduring the awful sight of the



seven last plagues, the wrath of God. | saw that His anger was dreadful and terrible, and
if He should stretch forth His hand, or lift it in anger, the inhabitants of the world would
be as though they had never been, or would suffer from incurable sores and withering
plagues that would come upon them, and they would find no deliverance, but be
destroyed by them. Terror seized me, and | fell upon my face before the angel and begged
of him to cause the sight to be removed, to hide it from me, for it was too dreadful. Then
I realized, as never before, the importance of searching the Word of God carefully, to
know how to escape the plagues which that Word declares shall come on all the ungodly
who shall worship the beast and his image and receive his mark in their foreheads or in
their hands. It was a great wonder for me that any could transgress the law of God and
tread down His holy Sabbath, when such awful threatenings and denunciations were
against them. EW 64

I. Revelation 15 & 16 The Seven Last Plagues
A. Revelation 15; divides into two sections
1. Section 1: vs. 1-4; The Sea of Glass
a. v.1, the plagues are the
Rev. 14:10; Eze. 38:1-4; 39:1, 2
Upon the crystal sea before the throne, that sea of glass as it were mingled with fire,--so
resplendent is it with the glory of God,--are gathered the company that have "gotten the
victory over the beast, and over his image, and over his mark, and over the number of his
name." With the Lamb upon Mount Zion, "having the harps of God," they stand, the
hundred and forty and four thousand that were redeemed from among men; and there is
heard, as the sound of many waters, and as the sound of a great thunder, "the voice of
harpers harping with their harps.” And they sing "a new song" before the throne, a song
which no man can learn save the hundred and forty and four thousand. It is the song of
Moses and the Lamb--a song of deliverance. None but the hundred and forty-four
thousand can learn that song; for it is the song of their experience--an experience such as
no other company have ever had. "These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever
He goeth.” These, having been translated from the earth, from among the living, are
counted as "the first fruits unto God and to the Lamb." Revelation 15:2, 3; 14:1-5. "These
are they which came out of great tribulation;" they have passed through the time of
trouble such as never was since there was a nation; they have endured the anguish of the
time of Jacob's trouble; they have stood without an intercessor through the final
outpouring of God's judgments. But they have been delivered, for they have "washed
their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb." "In their mouth was found
no guile: for they are without fault™ before God. "Therefore are they before the throne of
God, and serve Him day and night in His temple: and He that sitteth on the throne shall
dwell among them.” They have seen the earth wasted with famine and pestilence, the sun
having power to scorch men with great heat, and they themselves have endured suffering,
hunger, and thirst. But “they shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall
the sun light on them, nor any heat. For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall
feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away
all tears from their eyes.” Revelation 7:14-17. GC 648




The Saviour is presented before John under the symbols of "the Lion of the tribe of
Judah" and of "a Lamb as it had been slain.” Revelation 5:5, 6. These symbols represent
the union of omnipotent power and self-sacrificing love. The Lion of Judah, so terrible to
the rejectors of His grace, will be the Lamb of God to the obedient and faithful. The pillar
of fire that speaks terror and wrath to the transgressor of God's law is a token of light and
mercy and deliverance to those who have kept His commandments. The arm strong to
smite the rebellious will be strong to deliver the loyal. Everyone who is faithful will be
saved. "He shall send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather
together His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.” Matthew
24:31. AA 589

b. v. 2, 3; Who did John see?
Rev. 14:1-5
Where were they?

What were they doing?

v. 3, 4; What song were they singing?

AN

c. What was the tenor of the song?

Those who refuse to be hewed by the prophets and fail to purify their souls
in obeying the whole truth, and who are willing to believe that their
condition is far better than it really is, will come up to the time of the falling
of the plagues, and then see that they needed to be hewed and squared for
the building. But there will be no time then to do it and no Mediator to plead
their cause before the Father. Before this time the awfully solemn
declaration has gone forth, "He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he
which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be
righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still." | saw that none
could share the "refreshing" unless they obtain the victory over every
besetment, over pride, selfishness, love of the world, and over every wrong
word and action. We should, therefore, be drawing nearer and nearer to the
Lord and be earnestly seeking that preparation necessary to enable us to
stand in the battle in the day of the Lord. Let all remember that God is holy
and that none but holy beings can ever dwell in His presence. EW 71

2. Section 2: vs. 5-8; The Sanctuary scene



a. 7 Churches, Revelation 1:10-3:22
I. Jesus, our High Priest, in the midst of the
candlesticks

b. 7 Seals, Revelation 4:1-8:1
I. Jesus as Lamb in the midst of the throne

c. 7 Trumpets, Revelation 8:-11:18
I. Jesus offering incense at the Golden Altar

d. Great Controversy, Revelation 11:19-14:20
I. a view of the ark containing the ten
commandments

d. 7 Last Plagues, Revelation 15:1-16:21
I. 7 angels receive the 7 Last Plagues
Il. Temple opened and the Temple closed

B. Revelation 16;
God's judgments will be visited upon those who are seeking to oppress and
destroy His people. His long forbearance with the wicked emboldens men in
transgression, but their punishment is nonetheless certain and terrible
because it is long delayed. . .

When Christ ceases His intercession in the sanctuary, the unmingled
wrath threatened against those who worship the beast and his image and
receive his mark (Revelation 14:9, 10), will be poured out. The plagues upon
Egypt when God was about to deliver Israel were similar in character to
those more terrible and extensive judgments which are to fall upon the world
just before the final deliverance of God's people. Says the revelator, in
describing those terrific scourges: "There fell a noisome and grievous sore
upon the men which had the mark of the beast, and upon them which
worshiped his image." The sea "became as the blood of a dead man: and
every living soul died in the sea." And "the rivers and fountains of waters . .
. became blood."” Terrible as these inflictions are, God's justice stands fully
vindicated. The angel of God declares: "Thou art righteous, O Lord, . . .
because Thou hast judged thus. For they have shed the blood of saints and
prophets, and Thou hast given them blood to drink; for they are worthy."
Revelation 16:2-6. By condemning the people of God to death, they have as
truly incurred the guilt of their blood as if it had been shed by their hands. In



like manner Christ declared the Jews of His time guilty of all the blood of
holy men which had been shed since the days of Abel; for they possessed the
same spirit and were seeking to do the same work with these murderers of
the prophets.

In the plague that follows, power is given to the sun "to scorch men with
fire. And men were scorched with great heat." Verses 8, 9. The prophets thus
describe the condition of the earth at this fearful time: "The land mourneth; .
.. because the harvest of the field is perished. . . . All the trees of the field
are withered: because joy is withered away from the sons of men." "The
seed is rotten under their clods, the garners are laid desolate. . . . How do the
beasts groan! the herds of cattle are perplexed, because they have no pasture.
... The rivers of water are dried up, and the fire hath devoured the pastures
of the wilderness.” "The songs of the temple shall be howlings in that day,
saith the Lord God: there shall be many dead bodies in every place; they
shall cast them forth with silence.” Joel 1:10-12, 17-20; Amos 8:3.

These plagues are not universal, or the inhabitants of the earth would be
wholly cut off. Yet they will be the most awful scourges that have ever been
known to mortals. All the jJudgments upon men, prior to the close of
probation, have been mingled with mercy. The pleading blood of Christ has
shielded the sinner from receiving the full measure of his guilt; but in the
final judgment, wrath is poured out unmixed with mercy. GC 627, 628

1. Heavenly voices;
a. v. 1; Who is the speaker?

b.v.5;
C.V. 7,
2. The Plagues
a. Earth 16:2
b.Sea 16:3
c. Rivers & Fountains 16:4
d.Sun 16:8,9

c. Darkness on throne of Beast 16:10, 11



e. River Euphrates 16:12, 16
I. Isaiah 44:24 to 45:1, 2
ii. Interlude,
Miracles, Matt. 24:24; Rev. 13:13, 14

Fearful sights of a supernatural character will soon be revealed in the
heavens, in token of the power of miracle-working demons. The spirits of
devils will go forth to the kings of the earth and to the whole world, to fasten
them in deception, and urge them on to unite with Satan in his last struggle
against the government of heaven. By these agencies, rulers and subjects
will be alike deceived. Persons will arise pretending to be Christ Himself,
and claiming the title and worship which belong to the world's Redeemer.
They will perform wonderful miracles of healing and will profess to have
revelations from heaven contradicting the testimony of the Scriptures. . .
As the crowning act in the great drama of deception, Satan himself will
personate Christ. GC 624

After putting Jesus in the background, they attract the attention of the world
to themselves and to their miracles and lying wonders, which, they declare,
far exceed the works of Christ. Thus the world is taken in the snare and
lulled into a feeling of security, not to find out their awful deception until the
seven last plagues are poured out. Satan laughs as he sees his plan succeed
so well and the whole world taken in the snare. {EW 91.2}

Robes, Rev. 3:4, 18
1. Armageddon; Ezekiel 38, 39
The battle of Armageddon is soon to be fought. He on whose vesture is
written the name, King of kings and Lord of lords, leads forth the armies of
heaven on white horses, clothed in fine linen, clean and white (MS 172,
1899). }

Every form of evil is to spring into intense activity. Evil angels unite their
powers with evil men, and as they have been in constant conflict and
attained an experience in the best modes of deception and battle, and have
been strengthening for centuries, they will not yield the last great final
contest without a desperate struggle. All the world will be on one side or the
other of the question. The battle of Armageddon will be fought, and that day
must find none of us sleeping. Wide awake we must be, as wise virgins
having oil in our vessels with our lamps. . . .

The power of the Holy Ghost must be upon us, and the Captain of the
Lord's host will stand at the head of the angels of heaven to direct the battle.
Solemn events before us are yet to transpire. Trumpet after trumpet is to be



sounded, vial after vial poured out one after another upon the inhabitants of
the earth. Scenes of stupendous interest are right upon us (Letter 112, 1890).
7BC 982

The voice of God is heard from heaven, declaring the day and hour of Jesus'
coming, and delivering the everlasting covenant to His people. Like peals of
loudest thunder His words roll through the earth. The Israel of God stand
listening, with their eyes fixed upward. Their countenances are lighted up
with His glory, and shine as did the face of Moses when he came down from
Sinai. The wicked cannot look upon them. And when the blessing is
pronounced on those who have honored God by keeping His Sabbath holy,
there is a mighty shout of victory. {GC 640.2}

Soon there appears in the east a small black cloud, about half the size of a
man's hand. It is the cloud which surrounds the Saviour and which seems in
the distance to be shrouded in darkness. The people of God know this to be
the sign of the Son of man. In solemn silence they gaze upon it as it draws
nearer the earth, becoming lighter and more glorious, until it is a great white
cloud, its base a glory like consuming fire, and above it the rainbow of the
covenant. Jesus rides forth as a mighty conqueror. GC 640

f. A loud voice, “It is done!”
i. Eze. 38:1-4 & 39:1,2

It is at midnight that God manifests His power for the deliverance of His
people. The sun appears, shining in its strength. Signs and wonders follow in
quick succession. The wicked look with terror and amazement upon the
scene, while the righteous behold with solemn joy the tokens of their
deliverance. Everything in nature seems turned out of its course. The streams
cease to flow. Dark, heavy clouds come up and clash against each other. In
the midst of the angry heavens is one clear space of indescribable glory,
whence comes the voice of God like the sound of many waters, saying: "It is
done." Revelation 16:17.

That voice shakes the heavens and the earth. There is a mighty earthquake,
"such as was not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake,
and so great." Verses 17, 18. The firmament appears to open and shut. The
glory from the throne of God seems flashing through. The mountains shake
like a reed in the wind, and ragged rocks are scattered on every side. There is
a roar as of a coming tempest. The sea is lashed into fury. There is heard the
shriek of a hurricane like the voice of demons upon a mission of destruction.
The whole earth heaves and swells like the waves of the sea. Its surface is



breaking up. Its veryfoundations seem to be giving way. Mountain chains
are sinking. Inhabited islands disappear. The seaports that have become like
Sodom for wickedness are swallowed up by the angry waters. Babylon the
great has come in remembrance before God, "to give unto her the cup of the
wine of the fierceness of His wrath." Great hailstones, every one "about the
weight of a talent,” are doing their work of destruction. Verses 19, 21. The
proudest cities of the earth are laid low. The lordly palaces, upon which the
world's great men have lavished their wealth in order to glorify themselves,
are crumbling to ruin before their eyes. Prison walls are rent asunder, and
God's people, who have been held in bondage for their faith, are set free.
Darkness Before Dawn, p. 46



