REVELATION 22
CHRIST IS COMING QUICKLY?!

Facts To Remember

Revelation 22 naturally divides into three parts.
1. Vs. 1-5, The physical description of the New Jerusalem completed!
2. Vs. 6-20, 21:1-8Christ is coming quickly!
3. V. 21, Conclusion

A. Revelation; The physical description of the New Jerusalem completed!

Re 22:1, 2 | And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding
out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. 2 In the midst of the street of it, and on either
side of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and
yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the
nations.

1, 2.--Christ, the heavenly Teacher, will lead His people to the tree of life that grows
on either side of the river of life, and He will explain to them the truths they could not in
this life understand. In that future life His people will gain the higher education in its
completeness. Those who enter the city of God will have the golden crowns placed upon
their heads. That will be a joyful scene that none of us can afford to miss. We shall cast
our crowns at the feet of Jesus, and again and again we will give Him the glory and praise
His holy name. Angels will unite in the songs of triumph. Touching their golden harps,
they will fill all heaven with rich music and songs to the Lamb. {7BC 988.8}

In the Bible the inheritance of the saved is called "a country.” Hebrews 11:14-16. There
the heavenly Shepherd leads His flock to fountains of living waters. The tree of life yields
its fruit every month, and the leaves of the tree are for the service of the nations. There
are ever-flowing streams, clear as crystal, and beside them waving trees cast their
shadows upon the paths prepared for the ransomed of the Lord. There the wide-spreading
plains swell into hills of beauty, and the mountains of God rear their lofty summits. On
those peaceful plains, beside those living streams, God's people, so long pilgrims and
wanderers, shall find a home. {GC 675.1}

2.--The tree of life is a representation of the preserving care of Christ for His children.
As Adam and Eve ate of this tree, they acknowledged their dependence upon God. The
tree of life possessed the power to perpetuate life, and as long as they ate of it, they could
not die. The lives of the antediluvians were protracted because of the life-giving power of
this tree, which was transmitted to them from Adam and Eve. {7BC 988.9}

--The fruit of the tree of life in the Garden of Eden possessed supernatural virtue. To
eat of it was to live forever. Its fruit was the antidote of death. Its leaves were for the
sustaining of life and immortality. But through man's disobedience, death entered the
world. Adam ate of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, the fruit of which he had



been forbidden to touch. His transgression opened the floodgates of woe upon our race.
{7BC 988.10}

After the entrance of sin, the heavenly Husbandman transplanted the tree of life to the
Paradise above; but its branches hang over the wall to the lower world. Through the
redemption purchased by the blood of Christ, we may still eat of its life-giving fruit.
{7BC 989.1}

--Let all bear in mind that the tree of life bears twelve manner of fruits. This represents
the spiritual work of our earthly missions. The Word of God is to us the tree of life. Every
portion of the Scripture has its use. In every part of the Word is some lesson to be
learned. Then learn how to study your Bibles. This book is not a heap of odds and ends. It
IS an educator. Your own thoughts must be called into exercise before you can be really
benefited by Bible study. Spiritual sinew and muscle must be brought to bear upon the
Word. The Holy Spirit will bring to remembrance the words of Christ. He will enlighten
the mind, and guide the research. {7BC 989.7}

Christ the Tree of Life.--Christ is the source of our life, the source of immortality. He
is the tree of life, and to all who come to Him He gives spiritual life (RH Jan. 26, 1897).
{7BC 989.8}

Re 22:3, 4 1 And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb
shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him: 4 And they shall see his face; and his
name shall be in their foreheads.

3, No more curse] Instead of katanayema, curse, the best MSS., versions, &c., read
katayema cursed person. As there shall be no more sinning against God, so there shall be
no more curse of God upon the people; for they shall be all his servants, and serve him.

--Christ is the truth of all that we find in the Father. The definition of heaven is the
presence of Christ. {7BC 989.9}

4.-- We are not now sufficiently advanced in spiritual attainments to comprehend the
mysteries of God. But when we shall compose the family of heaven, these mysteries will
be unfolded before us. Of the members of that family John writes: "They shall hunger no
more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat. For the
Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living
fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes." "And they shall
see his face; and his name shall be in their foreheads." {6BC 1091.7}

Then much will be revealed in explanation of matters upon which God now keeps
silence because we have not gathered up and appreciated that which has been made
known of the eternal mysteries. The ways of Providence will be made clear; the mysteries
of grace through Christ will be unfolded. That which the mind cannot now grasp, which
is hard to be understood, will be explained. We shall see order in that which has seemed
unexplainable; wisdom in everything withheld; goodness and gracious mercy in
everything imparted. Truth will be unfolded to the mind, free from obscurity, in a single
line, and its brightness will be endurable. The heart will be made to sing for joy.
Controversies will be forever ended, and all difficulties will be solved. {6BC 1091.8}



--What is the seal of the living God, which is placed in the foreheads of His people? It is
a mark which angels, but not human eyes, can read; for the destroying angel must see this
mark of redemption. The intelligent mind has seen the sign of the cross of Calvary in the
Lord's adopted sons and daughters. The sin of the transgression of the law of God is taken
away. They have on the wedding garment, and are obedient and faithful to all God's
commands. {7BC 968.13}

--Those who come out from the world, to stand distinct from worldlings in words and
works, those who realize that it is an honor to bear God's sign, will receive power to
become His sons. The Lord will have men who can be depended on. No one will enter
the courts above who does not bear the sign of God. Those who in this sin-cursed earth
bear this sign in holy boldness, looking upon it as an honor, will be recognized and
honored by Christ in the courts above. {7BC 969.8}

The Word of the Lord reveals the fact that the end of all things is at hand, and its
testimony is most decided that it is necessary for every soul to have the truth planted in
the heart so that it will control the life and sanctify the character. The Spirit of the Lord is
working to take the truth of the Inspired Word and stamp it upon the soul so that the
professed followers of Christ will have a holy, sacred joy that they will be able to impart
to others. {7BC 989.16}

Re 22:5 § And there shall be no night there; and they need no candle, neither light of the
sun; for the Lord God giveth them light: and they shall reign for ever and ever.

Rev. 21:23, 25

Light, in Scripture, (in its metaphorical notion), signifies knowledge or comfort; there
will in heaven be no need of any created beings, to help us to either of these; God and
Christ shall there fill the souls of his saints with knowledge and joy not to be expressed.

Rev. 5:10; That is, with God; they shall be as kings.

Re 22:6, 7  And he said unto me, These sayings are faithful and true: and the Lord God
of the holy prophets sent his angel to shew unto his servants the things which must shortly
be done. 7 Behold, I come quickly: blessed is he that keepeth the sayings of the prophecy
of this book.

Re 1:1, 3; 3:14; 19:9; 21:5; 3:11; 22:10, 12, 20

Re 22:8-11 And I John saw these things, and heard them. And when | had heard and
seen, | fell down to worship before the feet of the angel which shewed me these things.

9 Then saith he unto me, See thou do it not: for I am thy fellowservant, and of thy
brethren the prophets, and of them which keep the sayings of this book: worship God.

10 And he saith unto me, Seal not the sayings of the prophecy of this book: for the time is
athand. 11 He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be



filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him
be holy still.

Rev. 19:10; Da 8:26; 12:4,9; Re 1:3; 10:4

--When probation ends, it will come suddenly, unexpectedly--at a time when we are least
expecting it. But we can have a clean record in heaven today, and know that God accepts
us; and finally, if faithful, we shall be gathered into the kingdom of heaven. {7BC 989}

No Second Probation.--There is not a second probation for anyone. Now is
probationary time, before the angel shall fold her golden wings, the angel of mercy, and
shall step down from the throne, and mercy, mercy is gone forever. {7BC 989.13}

--God has not revealed to us the time when this message will close, or when probation
will have an end. Those things that are revealed we shall accept for ourselves and for our
children; but let us not seek to know that which has been kept secret in the councils of the
Almighty. ... {7BC 989.14}

Letters have come to me asking me if | have any special light as to the time when
probation will close; and | answer that | have only this message to bear, that it is now
time to work while the day lasts, for the night cometh in which no man can work. Now,
just now, it is time for us to be watching, working, and waiting. {7BC 989.15}

“. . .The opportune time for us to work is now, just now, while the day lasts. But there is
no command for anyone to search the Scriptures in order to ascertain, if possible, when
probation will close. God has no such message for any mortal lips. He would have no
mortal tongue declare that which He has hidden in His secret councils. {7BC 989.16}

Re 22:12-16 And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man
according as his work shall be. 13 I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end,
the first and the last. 14 Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have
right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city. 15 For without
are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and
whosoever loveth and maketh a lie. 16 | Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you
these things in the churches. I am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright and
morning star.

Solemn are the scenes connected with the closing work of the atonement. Momentous are
the interests involved therein. The judgment is now passing in the sanctuary above. For
many years this work has been in progress. Soon--none know how soon--it will pass to
the cases of the living. In the awful presence of God our lives are to come up in review.
At this time above all others it behooves every soul to heed the Saviour's admonition:
"Watch and pray: for ye know not when the time is." Mark 13:33. "If therefore thou shalt
not watch, | will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come
upon thee." Revelation 3:3.

When the work of the investigative judgment closes, the destiny of all will have been
decided for life or death. Probation is ended a short time before the appearing of the Lord
in the clouds of heaven. Christ in the Revelation, looking forward to that time, declares:
"He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and
he that is righteous let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still.



And, behold, I come quickly; and My reward is with Me, to give every man according as
his work shall be." Revelation 22:11, 12. {GC 490.2}

13.--When the students of prophecy shall set their hearts to know the truths of
Revelation, they will realize what an importance is attached to this search. Christ Jesus is
the Alpha and the Omega, the Genesis of the Old Testament, and the Revelation of the
New. Both meet together in Christ. Adam and God are reconciled by the obedience of the
second Adam, who accomplished the work of overcoming the temptations of Satan and
redeeming Adam'’s disgraceful failure and fall.

The two Adams will meet in Paradise and embrace each other, while the dragon, the
beast, and the false prophet, and all who have refused the opportunities and privileges
given to them at such infinite cost, and have not returned to their loyalty, will be shut out
of Paradise. {6BC 1093.1} lIsa41:4;44:6; 48:12; Re 1:8,11; 21:6

14.--None who have had the light of truth will enter the city of God as commandment
breakers. His law lies at the foundation of His government in earth and in heaven. If they
have knowingly trampled upon and despised His law on the earth, they will not be taken
to heaven to do the same work there; there is no change of character when Christ comes.
The character building is to go on during the hours of probation. Day by day their actions
are registered in the books of heaven, and they will, in the great day of God, be rewarded
as their works have been. It will then be seen who receives the blessing. "Blessed are they
that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in
through the gates into the city.” {7BC 990.3}

--Many seem to have the idea that this world and the heavenly mansions constitute the
universe of God. Not so. The redeemed throng will range from world to world, and much
of their time will be employed in searching out the mysteries of redemption. And
throughout the whole stretch of eternity, this subject will be continually opening to their
minds. The privileges of those who overcome by the blood of the Lamb and the word of
their testimony are beyond comprehension. {7BC 990.4} Re 2:7; 22:2

15.-- Re 22:1Co0 6:9-10; Ga 5:19-21; Php 3:2; Col 3:6; Re 9:20-21; 21:8
16.-- Nu 24:17; 2Pe 1:19; Re 1:1; 2:28; 5:5

Re 22:17-21 ] And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say,
Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life
freely. 18 For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this
book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are
written in this book19 And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this
prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city,
and from the things which are written in this book. {out of the book...: or, from the tree of
life} 20 He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so,
come, Lord Jesus. 21 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.

17. --Let no one take the limited, narrow position that any of the works of man can
help in the least possible way to liquidate the debt of his transgression. This is a fatal



deception. If you would understand it, you must cease haggling over your pet ideas, and
with humble hearts survey the atonement.

This matter is so dimly comprehended that thousands upon thousands claiming to be
sons of God are children of the wicked one, because they will depend on their own
works. God always demanded good works, the law demands it, but because man placed
himself in sin where his good works were valueless, Jesus' righteousness alone can avail.
Christ is able to save to the uttermost because He ever liveth to make intercession for us.

All that man can possibly do toward his own salvation is to accept the invitation,
"Whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.” No sin can be committed by man
for which satisfaction has not been met on Calvary. Thus the cross, in earnest appeals,
continually proffers to the sinner a thorough expiation. {6BC 1071.6}

18, 19—Deuteronomy 4:2; 12:32; Joshua 1:7; Proverbs 30:6; Rev. 1:3

19.--When we become children of God, our names are written in the Lamb's book of
life, and they remain there until the time of the investigative judgment. Then the name of
every individual will be called, and his record examined, by Him who declares, "l know
thy works." If in that day it shall appear that all our wicked deeds have not been fully
repented of, our names will be blotted from the book of life, and our sins will stand
against us. {7BC 987.6}

20.--On rocky Patmos the beloved disciple hears the promise, "Surely | come
quickly," and his longing response voices the prayer of the church in all her pilgrimage,
"Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” Revelation 22:20. {GC 302.3}

21.-- R0 16:20,24; 2Th 3:18



